CAN GOD BE KNOWN?
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CAN GOD BE KNOWN?

ISLAMIC VIEWPOINT

GOD IS KNOWN THROUGH DIVINE REVELATION

Muslims say that God can be known because the Qur’an is the Word of God:
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The revelation of the Book [this Qur’an] is from Allah [swt], the All-Mighty, the All-Wise.!

Therefore, Muslims know that God speaks.

GOD IS KNOWN THROUGH HIS ATTRIBUTES

The Qur’an, in turn, reveals what God is like, for example,

GOD IS UNCAUSED
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He [Allah (swt)] begets not, nor was He begotten.?

GOD IS THE CREATOR
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He is Allah, the Creator, the Inventor of all things, the Bestower of forms. To Him belong the Best
Names. All that is in the heavens and the earth glorify Him. And He is the All-Mighty, the All-Wise.3

GOD IS ONE

Say [0 Muhammad (saws)], “He is Allah, [the] One."*

1 Surah Al-Jathiyah Chapter 45 Verse 2 ; Al-Ahqaf Chapter 46 Verse 2
2 Surah Al-Ikhlas Chapter 112 Verse 3
3 Surah Al-Hashr Chapter 59 Verse 24
4 Surah Al-Ikhlas Chapter 112 Verse 1
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GOD IS SELF-SUFFICIENT

0 mankind, you are those in need of God, while God is Free of need, the Praiseworthy.>

GOD IS TRANSCENDANT

Glorify the Name of your Lord, the Most High.s

GOD IS NOT IMMANENT AND IS IMMATERIAL
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It is not given to any human being that Allah should speak to him unless by Revelation or
from behind a veil or He sends a Messenger to reveal what He wills by His Leave. Verily He is Most
High, Most Wise.”
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The Creator of the heavens and the earth. He has made for You mates from yourselves and for the
cattle mates. By this means He creates you. There is nothing like Him, and He is the All-Hearer,

the All-Seer.8

GOD HAS AN INDEPENDENT WILL
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Verily His [God’s] Command, when He intends a thing, is only that He says to it “Be!” - and it is.?

5 SIT Surah Fatir Chapter 35 Verse 15
6 Surah Al-A’la Chapter 87 Verse 1
7 Surah Ash-Shura Chapter 42 Verse 51
8 Surah Ash-Shura Chapter 42 Verse 11
9 Surah Ya-Sin Chapter 36 Verse 82
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It is He Who gives life and causes death. And when He decides upon a thing He says to it only,
“Be!” - and it is.10
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It befits not Allah [swt] that He should beget a son. Glorified is He. When He decrees a thing, He
only says to it, “Be!” - and it is.!1

GOD IS ALL-POWERFUL
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Do they not see that Allah [swt] Who created the heavens and the earth and was not wearied by
their creation is Able to give life to the dead? Yes, He surely is Able to do all things.'?

GOD IS ALL-KNOWING
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He knows what is in the heavens and on earth and He knows what you conceal and what you
reveal. And Allah [swt] is the All-Knower of what is in the breasts [of men].13

10 Syrah Ghafir Chapter 40 Verse 68
11 Surah Maryam Chapter 19 Verse 35
12 Surah Al-Ahqaf Chapter 46 Verse 33
13 Surah At-Taghabun Chapter 64 Verse 11
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GOD IS PERSONAL
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And [remember| when Allah [swt] will say, ‘O ‘Isa [Prophet Jesus (as)], son of Maryam [Mary]! Did
you say unto men, ‘Worship me and my mother as two gods besides Allah [swt]?"” He will say,
“Glory is to You! It was not for me to say what I had no right[to say]. Had I said such a thing, You
would surely have known it. You know what is in my inner self though I do not know what is in

Yours; truly You, only You, are the All-Knower of all that is hidden.” 4

GOD IS ETERNAL
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Allah [swt]! None has the right to be worshipped, but He, the Ever-Living, the One Who sustains

and protects all that exists. Neither slumber nor sleep overtakes Him. To Him belongs whatever is
in the heavens and whatever is on the earth. Who is he that can intercede with Him except with His
Permission? He knows what happens to them in this world and what will happen to them in the
Hereafter. And they will never compass anything of His Knowledge except that which He wills. His r
footstool extends over the heavens and the earth and He feels no fatigue in guarding and
preserving them. And He is the Most High, the Most Great.1>

14 Surah Al-Ma’idah Chapter 5 Verse 116
15 Surah Al-Baqarah Chapter 2 Verse 255
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THE ATTRIBUTES OF GOD CANNOT BE ENCOMPASSED AND MUST BE BELIEVED IN

Although God can be known through His Attributes, His Attributes cannot be comprehended
completely.
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He [Allah] knows what happens to them [His creatures] in this world and what will happen to
them, but they will never compass anything of His Knowledge.16

It is not possible therefore to know how the Attributes of God are, because God is unlike His
creation.
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Or say you that Ibrahim [Prophet Abraham I(as)], Ishma'’il [Prophet Ishmael (as)], Ishaq [Prophet
Isaac (as)], Ya’qub [Prophet Jacob (as)] and the offspring of the twelve sons of Ya'qub [as] were
Jews or Christians? Say, “Do you know better or does Allah?” And who is more unjust than he

who conceals the testimony he has from Allah? And Allah is not unaware of what you do.1”

God therefore knows Himself better than any of His creation.
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So put not forward similarities for Allah [swt]. Truly Allah [swt] knows and you know not.18

God’s Attributes must be affirmed without likening them to His creation, because God knows
Himself and we do not and cannot. Therefore, the rational course of action, according to the
Qur’an, is to believe in God as He has described Himself without interpreting away His
Attributes from the apparent meaning which first springs to mind.

16 Surah Ta Ha Chapter 20 Verse 110
17 Surah Al-Baqarah Chapter 2 Verse 140
18 Surah An-Nahl Chapter 16 Verse 74
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SECULAR VIEWPOINTS

GOD EXISTS ONLY IN THE IMAGINATION

It could be argued that God exists only in the imagination. If God exists only in the imagination,
He does not exist in reality and therefore cannot be known. However, the entire external world
could also exist only in the imagination as well.

Under this skeptical viewpoint, it is possible that we are all brains in a vat and that our sense
perceptions of the external world are generated from electrical stimulations to our brains in
vats. No one can prove that the external world exists in reality outside of our sense perception.
So it is possible that the external world does not exist in reality independently of our sense
perception. Therefore taking the same line of reasoning the external world cannot be known
either.

If it is possible that everything we perceive could be in our imagination, God would still be in
our imagination even if we could perceive Him. That we cannot perceive Him does not,
therefore, prove that He does not exist any more than perceiving the external world proves that
it exists, because it is possible that the external world exists only in our imagination and does
not exist in reality outside of our sense perception.

SCIENTIFIC EVIDENCE PROVES THAT GOD DOES NOT EXIST

It could be argued that scientific evidence such as the “Big Bang Theory,” the theory of evolution
and the Higgs Boson “God particle” prove that God does not exist and therefore cannot be
known.

“BIG BANG THEORY”

The “Big Bang Theory” or the accelerating inflationary big bang model is used in the
cosmological causal argument for the existence of God to prove the premise that the universe
began to exist.

While the “Big Bang Theory” explains the creation of the universe from a pre-existing
singularity, but it does not account for the creation of the singularity.

THEORY OF EVOLUTION

The theory of evolution suggests that living organisms came from other pre-existing living
organisms and are related by descent from common ancestors with the variations in living
organisms due to changes in successive generations.

So itis said

e that mammals including human beings descended from shrew-like creatures that lived
more than 150 million years ago;

e that mammals, birds, reptiles, amphibians, and fishes descended from aquatic worms
that lived 600 million years ago;

o thatall plants and animals descended from bacteria-like microorganisms that lived
more than 3 billion years ago.
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Again, while the theory of evolution explains the variety of living organisms by common
ancestry whose lineage diverge through generations in time, it does not account for the creation
of the bacteria-like microorganisms from which it is said all plants and animals descended.

HIGGS BOSON “GOD PARTICLE”

The Higgs boson or “God particle” is a particle of the Higgs field which permeates space. It is
hypothesised that the elementary subatomic particles like electrons and photons acquired mass
through interactions with the Higgs field when the universe cooled and became less energetic
following the Big Bang. The recent discovery of the Higgs boson indicates the existence of this
Higgs field.

Again, while the Higgs Boson “God particle” explains how matter was created with mass
immediately following the Big Bang, it does not account for the creation of the pre-existing
singularity from which the Higgs Boson “God particle” originated.

THE LIMITS OF SCIENCE

A scientific explanation requires a set of pre-existing laws operating on a set of initial
conditions.

So for example, the scientific explanation for a boiling electric kettle may be stated as follows.

Water is placed inside an electrical kettle which is connected to an electrical source. Once
connected, an electrical circuit is created in which the heating coil inside the kettle functions as
a resistor. When the electrical current passes through the heating coil, there is an energy
transfer which heats the heating coil. The heat energy from the heater coil is then transferred to
the water by conduction.

The particles near the coil get more kinetic energy, so they start moving around faster and the
water temperature rises. The water near the coil expands and becomes less dense. This hotter
water rises above the denser cooler water. As the hotter water rises, it displaces the colder
water out of the way making it sink towards the heater coil. The hot coil heat the cold water and
so on creating convection currents which travel up round and down thereby circulating heat
energy through the water until all the water is hot.

Eventually, continual heating gives the particles in the water enough energy to overcome their
attraction to each other until big bubbles of gas form in the liquid which starts to boil at a
temperature called the boiling point. Water particles near the surface escape the intermolecular
attraction of the other particles in the water in a process called evaporation, into the free space
between the water and the top of the kettle as gaseous steam.

As the fastest and hottest particles with the most kinetic energy evaporate as steam, the average
speed and kinetic energy of the remaining particles decrease, the temperature decreases, and
the liquid cools. However, heat energy is continually being transferred by conduction into the
water which rises by convection until all the remaining water reaches boiling point and escapes
as gaseous steam.
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As the steam rises through the perforated barrier in the spout of the kettle, some of its kinetic
energy is converted into sound energy as the gaseous particles escape through the solid mesh
and outside into the air through the small spout of the kettle. So the kettle whistles as the steam
escapes.

This scientific explanation requires a set of pre-existing laws which include:

o the law of conservation of energy which states that energy can only be transferred from
one form or another;

e particle theory which states that matter is composed of particles which have more or
less kinetic energy.

and a set of initial conditions which include:

e an electrical source;

o the location of the heater coil at the bottom of the kettle to allow the circulation of heat
by convection - hot water rises so there can be no convection current below the heater
coil;

e aroundish or squarish container of water to allow circulation of heat through the water
most efficiently by convection;

o the existence of water in a kettle;

o a kettle with sufficient space to allow hot water molecules to escape intermolecular
attraction from the other water particles below it.

Can there be a scientific explanation for a boiling kettle in the absence of an electrical source or
the absence of the law of conversation of energy?

A personal explanation on the other hand requires only an agent with an independent will. In
the case of a boiling electrical kettle, the personal explanation is that a person with an
independent will placed water in an electrical kettle, plugged it into a socket and switched the
kettle on.
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Then tell Me [about] the semen that you emit. Is it you who create it or are We the Creator?!?

So in a similar vein,

e  Who, but God, could have created the pre-existing singularity required for the “Big Bang
Theory”?

e Who, but God, could have created the pre-existing bacteria-like microorganisms
required for the theory of evolution?

e  Who, but God, could have created the pre-existing singularity from which Higgs Boson
“God particle” originated?

19 Surah AlI-Wagqi’yah Chapter 56 Verses 58-59
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Any scientific explanation will, therefore, be inadequate because it will always require a set of
pre-existing laws operating on a set of initial conditions. There can indeed never be a scientific
theory of everything which can explain the creation of something from nothing because nothing
is the absence of anything, and that includes the absence of the very laws and initial conditions
required for any scientific explanation.

Therefore, there can never be any scientific evidence that proves that God does not exist. God,
on the other hand, can be the ultimate personal explanation for the very first set of pre-existing
laws and initial conditions on which the very first scientific explanations are based. God is
therefore beyond scientific explanation. While His general attributes may be deduced by
rational enquiry they cannot be subjected to scientific enquiry.

This personal explanation for the pre-existing set of laws and initial conditions is the basis for
the teleological argument for the existence of God.
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